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Good afternoon / evening
This edition of Creative Content e-Mag by accident more than design is dominated 
by DJI and GoPro with stories that review and compare different models from both 
the two companies and products from the same company. I trust you find them use-
ful.

Still on drones, I also have an editorial comment regarding a post I saw in an online 
blog about drone flying. See if you agree or not.

Additionally, with thanks to Sydney based Kayell, the distributors for Aputure, 
Part 2 of my lighting tutorials is in place. As well as giving a heads-up on various 
methods of lighting in specific circumstances, I also introduce you to a brilliant 
piece of software I have found that helps anyone who wants to work out the best 
lighting for a situation and has no idea where to start. Having said that, for the sea-
soned lighting expert, it is also a very useful tool for testing out alternative lighting 
rigs – and is not expensive either.

Finally we have some hardware coming through with three cameras from Canon, 
Fujifilm and Sony, either in the pipeline, or here and currently under test. Hope-
fully I’ll have them all done for the next edition. 

As always, thanks for the support! Comments are of course always welcome via 
david@creativecontent.au

David Hague 
Managing Editor / Publisher
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The Latest News From Australia and Overseas
DaVinci Resolve / Fusion Studio 
18.5 Final Releases Now Avail-
able
DaVinci Resolve 18.5 is a mas-
sive update with new AI tools 
and over 100 new features which 
include major additions to the cut 
page editing toolset, text based 
editing, AI dialogue transcrip-
tion, new Resolve FX, enhanced 
Fusion tools including Universal 
Screen Descriptor support and 
powerful new Fairlight audio mix 
automation. The Cut page fea-
tures 3 new menus including..

Read the complete story and 
where to download for free here.

DJI Air 3 Drone Announced
The DJI says the Air 3 has the 
first dual-primary camera system 

of the Air Series, which embeds a 1/1.3-inch 
CMOS wide-angle camera and a 1/1.3-inch 
CMOS 3x medium tele camera in a compact 
space. The two cameras have the same sen-
sor size but different focal lengths, which 
results in more consistent image quality 
and more diverse camera language.

With the wide-angle camera, sweeping 
landscapes can be captured more fully. It 
offers 2.4μm pixel size, 24mm format equiv-
alent and a F1.7 aperture. The 3x Medium 
Tele Camera offers 2.4μm pixel size, 70mm 
format equivalent and a F2.8 aperture.

Read the full story with all specifications, 
imagery and pricing by clicking here.

Sky  Racing Chooses Panasonic PTZ
Sky Racing Queensland broadcasts thou-
sands of thoroughbred, greyhound and 
harness races each year taking Queens-
land racing to TAB venues, gaming apps, 

homes and international audienc-
es. Recently the company had a 
requirement to upgrade all of their 
OB facilities, including outside 
broadcast, production and special-
ity cameras. Having carried out a 
comprehensive assessment, evalu-
ation and due diligence of available 
options

The full story is available here.

New Canon Patent for a View-
finder
Canon has filed a patent in Japan 
for a new style of viewfinder for mir-
rorless cameras. It’s a variation on 
the style used in the C100 and has 
a telescoping style as well as a ro-
tating system as used on the C100. 
But unlike that camera which only 
allows a 68° tilt of the viewfinder, 

this new mechanism allows a com-
plete tilt to 90° so you can look at 
it top down so to speak. 

The new viewfinder internals sit 
between the camera’s sensor and 
the hot shoe, and apparently Can-
on had to miniaturise some compo-
nents to make it fit.

I accept many will ignore this as 
they use the rear screen for fram-
ing and focussing, but I personally 
prefer a viewfinder, especially in 
bright conditions where the LCD 
screens get washed out in the sun-
light.

Of course, seasoned Videocamera 
users will sneer quietly into their 
beers as they have been used to 
this sort of viewfinder system for 
years …

Adobe Forms Alliance for OpenUSD and 
Photoshop Updates
Adobe announced that they’re working with 
Pixar, Apple, Autodesk, NVIDIA and the 
Joint Development Foundation (JDF) to 
create the Alliance for OpenUSD (AOUSD). 
AOUSD’s overarching goal is to enhance 
collaboration and facilitate standardisation 
across the 3D ecosystem through the capa-
bilities of Open Universal Scene Descrip-
tion (OpenUSD).

For more information, please see the Adobe 
blog.

Adobe also announced that Firefly-powered 
features in Photoshop (beta) will now sup-
port text prompts in 100+ languages --- ena-
bling users around the world to bring their 
creative vision to life with text prompts in 
the language they prefer. 

Adobe is also evolving Photoshop’s Genera-

tive AI capabilities with Generative Ex-
pand, a new frictionless workflow dedicated 
to expanding images beyond their original 
bounds. Powered by the same Firefly-based 
technology as Generative Fill, Generative 
Expand enables users to seamlessly expand 
and resize any image by clicking and drag-
ging the Crop tool, expanding the canvas. 
After clicking “Generate” the new white 
space is filled with AI generated content 
that naturally blends with the existing im-
age. 

To ensure you have access to the updated 
language prompts and Generative Expand, 
start a free trial of Photoshop or update 
your Photoshop (beta) app today.

COM ING SOON
Review: Canon EOS R50

Review: Sony ZV-E18

Review: Fujifilm X-S20

Review: Zhiyun Weebill 3 Gimbal

Review: Sennheiser MKE400 Mic

The Latest News From Australia and Overseas

https://creativecontent.au/davinci-resolve-fusion-studio-18-5-final-releases-now-available/
https://creativecontent.au/new-dji-air-3-drone-announced/
https://creativecontent.au/sky-racing-queensland-chooses-panasonic-4k-premium-ptz-broadcast-cameras/
https://blog.adobe.com/en/publish/2023/08/01/powering-3d-interoperability-continued-collaboration-through-openusd
https://blog.adobe.com/en/publish/2023/08/01/powering-3d-interoperability-continued-collaboration-through-openusd
https://www.adobe.com/products/photoshop.html
http://creativecloud.adobe.com/campaign/creative-cloud?workflow=route-to-path&route-path=/apps/beta-apps%3Fid%3DACOM_202305_PsGAUpdate&source=acom&alt-path=http%3A%2F%2Fhelpx.adobe.com%2Fphotoshop%2Fusing%2Fgenerative-fill.html
http://creativecloud.adobe.com/campaign/creative-cloud?workflow=route-to-path&route-path=/apps/beta-apps%3Fid%3DACOM_202305_PsGAUpdate&source=acom&alt-path=http%3A%2F%2Fhelpx.adobe.com%2Fphotoshop%2Fusing%2Fgenerative-fill.html
https://www.verbatim.com.au/products/microsd-cards-pro/
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DJI Action 3 or GoPro 11 Black?DJI Action 3 or GoPro 11 Black?

To some, it may come 
as a complete surprise 
there is a viable alter-

native to the venerable GoPro 
camera range, and it comes 
from those clever drone mak-
ers at DJI.

Called the Osmo Action series, 
the range is now at its 3rd genera-
tion – which of course in theory 
gives GoPro a huge leg-up being 
at its 11th. The Osmo Action 1 was 
unquestionably a GoPro clone 
with some enhancements DJI 
saw, quite understandably, as im-
provements on the original GoPro.

The Osmo Action2 was, as they 
used to say in “Yes Minister”, a 
brave move to change the way the 
action camera genre was being 
approached. Whilst it was a clever 

idea making the Osmo Action 2 a modular 
beast, and using magnetism as the “glue” 
between the different modules was genius, 
the idea never really took 
off I am guessing, as the 
Osmo Action 3 is a direct 
return to what could 
be called the definitive 
“GoPro” style.

The long and short of it 
is that if you want an 
action camera for your 
adventures when hik-
ing, canoeing, fishing, 
skydiving, MotoX-ing, 
BMX-ing, snorkelling/
SCUBA-ing or for the in-
side of a race car (amongst 
the myriad other uses), then your choices 
are pretty much narrowed down to these 
two cameras.

(Yes, I am aware of there being models from 
the Insta fold, but I have tried for years to 
get review 

models to no avail so for the p u r p o s e 
of this exercise, I discount them. Simply if 
they are not prepared to help me – thus you 

– then I am not interested in in-
cluding them).

At this point I’d like also like to 
comment on what I have read re-

garding action camera – particularly GoPro 
– usage.

I wrote an article 
quite some time 
back suggest-
ing a GoPro (or 
similar) could 
act as a “stan-
dard” camera at 
a pinch. I still 
stand by that, 
but it would have 
to be a last re-

sort, and as much 
as it pains me to 
say so, your phone 
is often a better 

option. The ergo-
nomics of the Go-

Pro style makes it a lit-
tle uncompromising when used by itself; a 
huge strength of the genre is the number of 

add-on mounts etc that let you use the cam-
era in compromising positions, especially in 
conjunct with the GoPro app to control the 
camera.

In short, thinking the GoPro (or indeed Ac-
tions 3) is a camera suitable under all con-
ditions is just not feasible and bound to be 
a disappointment in most cases. I see posts 
asking about using them as cameras to 
shoot weddings or other similar events and, 
well, just don’t, unless you have absolutely 
no other option.

Righto, so having said all that, what are 
the differences between the GoPro Hero 
11 Black and the DJI Osmo Action 3?  And 
does one have an advantage over the other?

Specifications
They both weigh approximately the same 
and have similar dimensions, so these 
things are not an issue. The only real differ-
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DJI Mini 3 Pro or Air 3. Decisions, decisions ...DJI Action 3 or GoPro 11 Black?
ence here is that the GoPro incor-
porates the “finger” system for ex-
ternal mounts into the main body 
as a hinged arrangement. Earlier 
models used to have these fixed 
whereas now the fingers can lie 
flat against the body of the cam-
era when not in   use.

The Osmo Action 3 on the other 
hand has borrowed the magnetism 
technology from its earlier sibling, 
and the fingers are attached when 
needed – and the magnetic grip is 
exceedingly strong I have to say.

The Battery capability is pretty 
close too, at least in specifica-
tion, with the GoPro having a 
1720mAh unit versus the Ac-
tion3’s 1770mAh. The trouble 
with battery life comparisons is 
that it relies on so many factors 

such as outside temperature (the Osmo Ac-
tion 3 is rated down to -20 C and the GoPro 
to -10 C). In my tests, I got slightly better 
battery life with the Action 3, but in the 
real world, your mileage may be better, so 
I’d say there is little difference to mark one 
over the other.

If you are into water sports, especially snor-
kelling or SCUBA, then the Osmo Action 3 
is the clear winner as without any further 
protection it is waterproof down to 16 me-
tres as against 10. You can of course add 
a housing to the Hero 11 Black to increase 
that to 60 metres, but similarly, one is also 
available for the Action 3 so that’s a draw.

Lens wise, again, ballpark with the GoPro 
having an aperture of f/2.5 (Action 3 f/2.8) 
and the CMOS processor at 1/1.9” against 
1/1.7”. Both lenses are replaceable and hy-
drophobic (water repellent thus eliminat-
ing drops on the lens).

However, the GoPro will take stills to 
27MpP as against the Action 3 at “only” 
12MP. Another advantage of the GoPro is 
in video where all specs are the same ex-
cept at 1080p the Hero 11 Black has an 
added frame rate of 200 along with 240 and 
120 fps.

Another big thing in this day and age 
is that the sensor in the GoPro is almost 
square. Why is that important? It means 
TikkyTokky users etc can use the footage 
as is from the camera, and simply crop it 
for more traditional 16:9 applications.  The 
Action 3 doesn’t have that luxury – yet.

Both have a rear and front display with 
almost identical sizes, and both are touch 
screens.

The rest of the review can be read on the 
website here.

With the release of the DJI Air 3, 
a tricky conundrum for many is to 
ask: “Should I buy the Mini 3 Pro 
or the Air 3?”

Now I don’t as yet have access to 
an Air 3, but I do have a Mini 3 

Pro and the Air 3’s predecessor, the Air 2S, 
so can answer the question in part at least, 
and then fill in the gaps with known speci-
fications of the Air 3.

As well as the Mini 3 Pro I have the Mini 2 
and used this a lot until the Air 2S turned 

up, and this became my Go To unit very 
quickly. I found it easier to fly, the object 
detection is an obvious bonus, and the cam-
era was far better. And the Air 2S just feels 
more solid in construct.

Then the Mini 3 Pro arrived, and things 

https://creativecontent.au/gopro-hero-11-black-v-dji-osmo-action-3/
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DJI Mini 3 Pro or Air 3. Decisions, decisions ... cont

Wireless means never missing the moment. It  
means powering on and getting straight to work. 
Be it a complication-free lavaliere for the one-
person video team, a wireless mic that’s up and 
running right out of the bag, or something entirely 
different—it’s a quick sync and you’re good to go. 
Enter the world of wireless without the burden of a 
complex setup.
 
An all new way to capture audio.  
An instant connection.  
www.sennheiser.com/xsw-d

XS Wireless Digital

An instant 
connection.

XSW-D_Advertising_A4V_297x210_EN.indd   1XSW-D_Advertising_A4V_297x210_EN.indd   1 01.09.22   11:1301.09.22   11:13

changed quite markedly, specifi-
cally in one area. For travelling, 
the Mini 3 Pro beats the Air 2S 
hands down due to its smaller 
size. The image quality from the 
camera is not as good in my opin-
ion as the Air 2S has the bigger 
sensor and the on board 8GB stor-
age is a major bonus, especially 
if one tends to forget to pack SD 
cards!

The difference in favour of the 
Mini 3 Pro of 3 minutes flying time 
I find neither here nor there as for 
peace of mind, I always allow a 
maximum of 20 minutes in the air 
thus allowing a decent margin of 
safety, but the Air 2S does have 
superior sensing technology over 
the Mini 3 Pro.

For me, though, the biggest major 

advantage of the Mini 3 Pro over the Air 2S 
has nothing to do with the camera specs, 
photo or video formats available of the Mini 
3 over the Air 2S or even the physical size 
difference. It is more basic than that.

With the Mini 3 Pro having the RC-2 Con-
troller containing the built in LCD screen 
as against the default RC-N1 controller 
for the Air 2S that needs a mobile device 
(smartphone or tablet running the DI Fly 
App), it is so much easier to simply pull the 
drone out of the bag, open the arms, turn it 
on and get flying quickly. Mere seconds in 
fact.

In other words, no more faffing about put-
ting the mobile device into the controller 
holder, plugging in a cable, making sure 
everything is paired, firing up the app etc 
etc.

In fact the only drawback of the RC-2 con-
troller is that you are hard wired to the DJI 

Fly app so cannot use a 3rd party program 
like Litchi which gives you advantage of 
waypoint navigation among other things.

But with the advent of the Air 3, this limita-
tion has been thrown out as the latest DJI 
Fly app for the Air 3 supports waypoints. 
Big, big tick. So, even with the mucking 
about with a smartphone, you do get more 
flexible flying options. But better, there is 
a combo pack of the Air 3 that includes the 
RC-2 controller with the LCD. Even bigger 
tick.

Another advantage of the Air 3 is it goes 
one step further than the Air 2S in that the 
sensing system is now omni-directional – 
that is, an obstacle in any direction is now 
flagged as Danger Will Robinson thus mak-
ing it safer and even easier to fly. 

The complete story is available here

https://www.dji.com/au/mini-3-pro/specs
https://www.dji.com/au/mini-3-pro/specs
https://www.dji.com/au/air-2s/specs
https://flylitchi.com/
mailto:https://creativecontent.au/dji-mini-3-pro-or-air-3-drone-decisions-decisions-this-might-help/?subject=
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New To Lighting? A Tutorial Part 2 ... (cont)New To Lighting? A Tutorial Part 2

In the first piece I wrote on lighting, I offered a basic look 
at lights, and how to setup a generic system of 3 point 
lighting. 

But whilst 3 point is a sort of Swiss Army knife of lighting, it is not 
necessarily the best for all occasions, and certainly not the best if 
you are trying to create a specific mood for your still shot, video, film 
or vlog.

In this article, I’ll cover more specific lighting types under certain 
circumstances and give you a starting point to experiment for your 
own setups.

I’d like to thank Sydney based Kayell who are the Australian dis-
tributors for Aputure for their assistance in these articles. I have 
also used the Set.A.Light3D software to create some of the diagrams 
showing how to place you lights, models and props etc, and you can 
download a trial of this from www.exlixxier.com.

But I do recommend buying the software as it is inexpensive indeed 
for what you get. A full review is here.

Creating Hard Light
Hard LightI am a great fan of UK police dramas – think Line of 

Duty, Grace, Prey and so on (but 
not necessarily Midsomer Murders 
as that is mostly fun stuff disguised 
as a police drama). These shows 
make great use of hard lighting in 
order to determine there is some 
dastardly action afoot, but not nec-
essarily the show face of the per-
petrator, or other detail. This is 
created by using a hard light tech-
nique, also referred to as Chiaro-
scuro lighting.

(Chiaroscuro is an Italian term 
used to describe the technique of 
using light and dark in artwork, 
particularly in painting).

In film and video usage it creates 
specific areas of light and dark 
used for creating suspense. Fa-
mous films that used the technique 
brilliantly include The Godfather 

and Casino Royale. Citizen Kane also used 
it to great effect.

In its most basic form, Chiaroscuro light-
ing – often also called Low Key lighting – is 
created with a single key light and a dark 
background. The angle of the light on the 
subject against the background dictates 

how much effect you get. To soften the 
background, you can also use a reflector to 
bounce some light back.

In this example left and above, I have also 
added a gobo to give the banded effect for 
extra drama.

https://creativecontent.au/new-to-lighting-this-explains-all-part-1-of-3/
http://www.kayell.com.au
http://www.aputure.com
http://www.exlixxier.com
https://creativecontent.au/review-set-a-light-into-lighting-you-need-this/
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New To Lighting? A Tutorial Part 2 ... (cont)New To Lighting? A Tutorial Part 2
making them a versatile light for many cir-
cumstances by the way.

Built in effects allow heaps of creative con-
trol and of course colour and temperature 
are all controllable.

Placement Lighting
Let’s say you have an indoor scene being 
shot at night, and have a need for light to 
be coming from a specific direction. A good 
example harking back to my UK police dra-
mas is the baddie holed up in an attic with 
a single window. To the viewer, outside 
that window – but unseen of course – is a 
dark straight on a rainy night with a single 
street lamp. During the scene, you might 
see the blue lights of a police car gradually 
appearing.

Another example on the same vein is to 
simulate a neon sign that might be outside 
a la say Blade Runner.

These are perfect uses for LED tube lights such as the Aputure 
Amaran Pixel Tube. There are varying lengths of Pixel tube 
available and all offer full RGB, powered by rechargeable batter-
ies. Built in effects allow all sorts of possibilities when you need 
specific lighting needs, and these are controllable via a smart-
phone app.

Flexibility
Tube lights like the Amaran Pixel Tube are also very good in 
other ways due to their flexibility. For example, if you want to 
light a subject for an interview, having a tube light vertically 
lighting the person will give you a harder light than if the light 
is horizontal.

Product Lighting
Like many, I used to use a combination of a ring light and a 
light box when shooting product – something I have not done for 
a while admittedly, except for personal amusement. But I since 
discovered that if you use a tube light, you can get a whole new 
feeling and atmosphere to the shots, and it’s quite easy.

See the rest of the tutorial here.

An excellent light to use as a key 
in this circumstance is the Ama-
ran 100 (pictured at right), a 
100W /  RGB LED based light that 
uses either AC power, or if you are 
on location with no access to AC  

has an optional battery pack. It also con-
tains on-board dimming controls, and all 
features can be controlled wirelessly by a 
smartphone app. For more power, say over 
a larger distance, there is a beefed-up Mod-
el 200. Both have a ton of other features 

https://www.kayellaustralia.com.au/product/13559-aputure-amaran-pt4c-16-pixel-rgbww-1200mm-tube
https://creativecontent.au/new-to-lighting-a-tutorial-part-2/
https://www.kayellaustralia.com.au/category/2045-aputure-amaran-100-200-series
https://www.kayellaustralia.com.au/category/2045-aputure-amaran-100-200-series
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Comment: "It Just Isn't Worth the Effort Any More"

I read a post in an online 
blog the other day that 
has to be one of the silli-

est I have seen in a long time 
when it comes to drone com-
mentary.

It was entitled “It Just Isn’t Worth 
the Effort to Put a Drone in the Air 
Anymore” and lamented that a 
combination of law-based restric-
tions and advances in drone tech-
nology had taken all of the fun 
and excitement out of it.

…”flying them seems like too 
much effort for not enough pay-
off”, he moans. Whilst admitting 
they are “still incredibly fun to 
fly”, he says the regulations sim-
ply ask too much of him.

The writer continues to go on sug-
gesting drones are now getting 

boring, and blames DJI for this as they ef-
fectively have no competition (don’t tell Au-
tel or Parrot that although I accept in Aus-
tralia they are small beer).

By way of example, he cites the new Air 3, 
and says that yes, two cameras are good 
but they are downgraded from earlier mod-
els with a smaller sensor and therefore the 
photos were “just not that great”.

I don’t know about you, but I think he has 
missed the point.

If you are a professional shooter and use 
your drone for commercial purposes, then 
maybe, just maybe you need better equip-
ment. 

But I think the old adage that the equip-
ment doesn’t make the photographer stands 
true, and as I have said before, I have seen 
some remarkable shots and footage taken 
by pros (and amateurs come to think of it) 

using simple point and shoot cameras with 
fixed lenses.

Secondly, whilst the end product of a great 
photo or video is satisfying if you get it, that 
is not the be all and end all of drone flying – 
not in my book anyway as an enthusiastic 
amateur. It’s the whole package.

And blaming the manufacturer for mak-
ing enhancements? That takes the biscuit. 
What would you rather have at this point? 
A Mini original or a Mini Pro 3?

Finally, getting to the rules and regula-
tions part; the truth I feel, is that here in 
Australia we don’t have it that bad as long 
as common sense is used. (But I know a 
number will disagree with that). 

The full article is at https://petapixel.
com/2023/07/27/it-just-isnt-worth-the-
effort-to-put-a-drone-in-the-air-any-
more/ if you are interested. 

https://petapixel.com/2023/07/27/it-just-isnt-worth-the-effort-to-put-a-drone-in-the-air-anymore/
https://petapixel.com/2023/07/27/it-just-isnt-worth-the-effort-to-put-a-drone-in-the-air-anymore/
https://petapixel.com/2023/07/27/it-just-isnt-worth-the-effort-to-put-a-drone-in-the-air-anymore/
https://petapixel.com/2023/07/27/it-just-isnt-worth-the-effort-to-put-a-drone-in-the-air-anymore/
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